
483

VIRAL DISEASES

P
O
S
T
E
R

VVD-048

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 5 STEPS PROCESS PLATFORM FOR PRRS CONTROL IN A FARM IN 
SPAIN

V. Rodríguez-Vega 1, E. Sánchez 2, T. Fernández 2, I. Hernández 1, S. Figueras 1, A. Callén 1.
1 Boehringer Ingelheim España, S.A., Sant Cugat del Vallés, Spain; 2 Inga Food, Almendralejo, Spain.

Introduction

PRRS is one of the most damaging diseases in the swine industry, having negative effects typically 
affecting breeding herd reproductive parameters as well as pig productivity parameters.

Controlling the infection is key to keep the systems producing at target levels and involves sow 
herd stabilization as well as an active pig protection.

Materials and Methods

The study has been conducted in a PRRS positive 750 sow farrow-to-feeder farm located in Spain. 
The 5 steps process considers defining goals, determining the status at the starting point, assessing 
system constraints, and developing, implementing and monitoring solutions.

200 gilts entered the farm before closing it and then two mass vaccinations of sows and gilts were 
done 3 weeks apart injecting intramuscularly 2 ml of Reprocyc PRRS EU®. The rest of the pigs older 
than 14 days were administered 1ml IM of PRRSFLEX EU®. Since then, every weekly piglet batch 
was vaccinated on a regular basis at weaning, the McRebel protocol was implemented, and a sow 
and gilts quarterly vaccination was set up.

Results

Results of the means of the data before and after the implementation of 5 steps process are:

• Reduction in the abortion rate from 2.79 to 2.19.

• 0.879 more born alive piglets per litter.

• 0.595 more weaned piglets per litter.

• 1.76 more weaned piglets per sow per year.

• Reduction in the Nursery mortality from 4.82% to 3,65%.

• Reduction in the fattening mortality from 6.16% to 4,07%.

Conclusions and Discussion

The implementation of the 5 Step Process platform as well as the whole herd vaccination program 
implemented in this farm, had a significant positive impact on the reproductive and productive 
parameters. Regarding the financial impact the calculated return on investment was 12.1:1 for the 
intervention in sows and 6.0:1 for the intervention in pigs.


